Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  l<nowiedge,  policies,  or  practices. 


-     UNITED  STATES  DEPARTI^IENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

PRODUCTION  AND  MA.RKETINC-  ADMINISTRATION  In  Cooperation  with  the 

iTINFORlviATION  3R/iNCH  Federal-State  Market  Nevvs  Service 

^     333  Fell  Street 
^  San  Francisco  2,  California 

y;hat»s  nevuS  in  the  litIRksts? 

(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  Sept.   1,  1950) 
SAN  FRiViJCISCO,  Aug,  29  Seedless  and  Ribier  grapes  are  the  week's  Best 

Buy  from  the  fruit  department. 

To  be  considered  as  a  Fairly  Good  Buy  are  cantaloups  (higher),  Honeydew  and 

Persian  melons  and  watermelons. 

Figs  are  lower  priced  and  a  Fair  Buy,  along  with  oranges  and  Gravenstein 

apples. 

Receipts  of  tomatoes  have  been  the  heaviest  of  the  season  during  the  past 
week,  making  tomatoes  a  Best  Buy,  along  v\rith  carrots ,  caulif lov^ror,  cucumbers, 
eggplant,  and  lettuce. 

Good  Buys  from  the  vegetable  bin  include  snap  beans,  corn,  peas,  peppers, 
and  soft  squash. 

Cabbage  is  a  Fair  Buy  this  week  —  supplies  are  lighter  and  prices  higher. 
Meat  — 

Demand  has  been  only  fair  for  moat  in  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  market. 
There  has  boon  plenty  of  beef  and  lamb,  but  supplies  of  veal  and  pork  have  been 
on  the  light  side.    Most  of  the  beef  supply  has  boon  of  Gomiaoroial  grade,  v/ith 
steer  beef  soiling  |1,00  per  hundrcd\vcight  below  a  week  ago.     Commercial  grade 
spring  lamb  also  has  dropped  |1.00  per  hundrodvrcight,  Y;hile  all  grades  of  CY7e 
mutton  have  gained  |1,00  to  $2.00,     Pork  prices  arc  higher,  mth  carcasses  up 
|1,00  per  hundredweight;  loins  .|2,00  to  -^4,00  higher;  and  butts  and  sparer j.bs 
up  $2,00  per  hundredweight  above  a  v/eck  ago. 
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Butter  — 

Top  grades  of  butter  have  advanced  l/S-cent  in  the  San  Francisco  -wholesale 
market,  reflecting  a  stronger  demand  and  higher  asking  prices  for  butter  moving 
to  the  Mest  coast,    Yifestern  butter  production  for  the  week  ended  Aug,  24  dropped 
to  a  level  10  percent  below  the  previous  week  and  7  percent  below  a  year  ago. 
However,  it  was  still  slightly  above  the  1944~48  average.     Quotations  to  retailers 
are  J     Grades  A&Aaldst  Quality)  67-l/2  to  70  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb, 
prints;  Grade  B(2nd  Quality)  64  to  65  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb, 
prints. 

Eggs  — 

Prices  have  dropped  4  cents  per  dozen  on  Grade  "A"  Small  eggs  and  arc  dovm 
slightly  on  Grade  "A^'  Mediums  as  the  result  of  liberal  supplies  of  those  sizes 
and  little  demand  for  them.     Grade  "a"  Large  eggs  are  still  in  good  demand  at 
unchanged  prices.    Quotations  to  retailors  arc*    Grade  "A"  Large,  54  to  55  cents 
per  dozen  in  cartons*  Grade  "A"  Medimis,  49  to  51  cents  per  dozen;  and  Grade  "A" 
Smalls,  51  to  52  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons, 

*  *  * 


I    UlIITED  STATES  DEPARTI.ISITT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

>  PRODUCTION  AND  MiiRKETING  ADMINISTRATION        In  cooperation  vrLth  the 

i     INFOR^MION  BRANCH  Federal-State  Llarket  News  Service 

333  Fell  Street 

San  Francisco  2,  California 

TiHAT'S  NEVS  IN  THE  MARKETS? 
(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  Sept.  8,  1950) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  Sept  5  Although  there  are  no  so-called  Best  Buys  from  the 

fruit  dopartniGnt  this  week,  largo  Persian  melons,  Sccdloss  grapes,  and  Ribier  grape 
can  be  considered  as  a  Good  Buy, 

Fair  Buys  this  week  include  cantaloups  (higher)  and  figs, 

iunong  the  Best  Buys  from  the  vegetable  bin  this  week  are  beans,  parrots, 
cauliflower,  cucumbers,  lettuce,   soft  squash,  and  tomatoes. 

In  the  Fair  Buy  class  arc  cabbage,  corn,  celery,  eggplant,  peas  and  peppers. 

Meat  — 

Demand  has  remained  rather  slov/  for  meat  in  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  market 
although  veal  and  pork  have  moved  readily.     Prices  arc  up  5^1,00  per  hundredweight 
on  Good  and  Commercial  grades  of  veal  and  arc  $2.00  per  hundredweight  higher  on 
pork  loins.    Beef  —  predominantly  of  Commercial  grade  —  has  hold  unchanged  in 
price,  as  have  lamb,  mutton,  and  smoked  pork  products* 

Butter  — 

Butter  prices  arc  unchanged  from  a  week  ago  in  the  San  Francisco  "wholesale 
market,  where  Grades  AdAA(lst  Quality)  are  quoted  to  retailers  at  67^l/2  to  70 
cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb,  prints,  and  Grade  B(2nd  Quality)  is  quoted  tc 
retailers  at  64  to  65  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb,  prints.    Offerings  of 
top  grades  have  been  lighter,  but  sufficient  for  the  rather  slow  demand. 
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Eggs  — 

Demand  has  continuod  good  for  top  quality  largo  eggs,  ivlth  Grade  "A" 
Largo  holding  unchanged  from  a  vreek  ago  at  a  quotation  to  retailors  of  54  to  55 
cents  per  dozen  in  cartons.    Medium  and  small -si zed  eggs  have  dropped  in  price 
as  the  result  of  heavier  receipts  of  those  sizes  and  less  demand  for  them.  Grade 
"A"  Mediums  are  quoted  to  retailers  .1-cent  below  a  v/oek  ago  at  48  to  49  cents  per 
dozen  in  cartons,  i^ile  Grade  "A"  Smalls  are  quoted  3  cents  lov/er  than  a  week  ago 
at  29  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons. 

Poultry  — 

All  classes  of  dressed  poultry  have  been  in  good  demand  the  past  week, 
especially  for  the  holiday  week-end,    Hoaxy-type  hens  are  selling  1-cent  per  pound 
belov."  a  wook  ago.    Otherwise  all  prices  are  unchanged, 

*  *  * 
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fl-  8        ^  WHAT'S  NEVT3  IN  THE  LiARI^ETS? 

^  (USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  Sept.  15,  1950) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  Sept.  12  — ¥J"ith  the  fruit  season  beyond  the  peak  there  wore 

no  so-called  Best  Buys  this  week,    Hov/ever,  listed  as  Good  Buys  were  Cranshaw 

and  large -size  Persian  melons ^  and  Thompson  Seedless  and  Ribier  grapes  (higher). 

Oranges  were  listed  as  a  Fair  Buy, 

The  first  Mcintosh  apples  from  Tfashington  made  their  appearance  in  the 

San  Francisco  m.arkot  during  the  week. 

Among  the  Best  Buys  from  the  vegetable  bin  this  week  are  beans,  carrots, 

colory,  cucumbers,  lettuce,  snmiaer  and  yellow  crookneck  squash,  and  tomatoes , 

Good  Buys  include  Italian  squash,  eggplant,  peas,  poppers,  and  spinach. 

In  the  Fair  Buy  class  are  cabbage  and  corn. 

Meat  — 

Price  increases  in  fresh  beef,  veal,  and  calf  carcasses  ha.ve  occurred  in 
the  San  Francisco  wholesale  moat  marketo     Fresh  lamb  and  mutton,  and  fresh  pork 
carcasses  lyere  unchanged  in  price.     Cured  pork  cuts  were  unchanged,  except  for 
sliced  layer  bacon  which  sold  §1  to  $3  higher.    All  grades  of  fresh  steer  beef 
carcasses,  and  utility  and  cutter  grades  of  cow  beef  sold  %\  per  hundrodvrcight 
higher.    Fresh  veal  and  calf  are  mostly  %\  to  $2  per  hundredv/oight  higher. 
Butter 

In  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  market  butter  sold  1-cont  per  pound  higher 
than  a  week  ago,  reflecting  a  tighter  supply  situation.     Grades  lui  cc  A  (1st 
Quality)  are  quoted  to  retailors  at  68-I/2  to  71  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of 
1/4-lb,  prints,  and  Grade  B  (2nd  Quality)  at  G5  to  66  cents  per  pound  in  cartons 
of  1/4-lb,  prints, 

MORE 


-  2  - 

Eggs  — 

There  ims  an  inproved  deEiand  for  Grade  A  Large  eggs,  which  vrere  quoted 
to  retailers  1-cent  higher  than  the  previous  week  at  55  to  56  oents  per  dozen 
in  cartons.     Selling  unchanged  from  the  previous  vreek  v/ere  Grade  A  Mediums  at 
48  to  49  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons,  and  Grade  A  Smalls  at  29  cents  per  dozen. 

Poultry  — ■ 

There  t;as  an  iraproved  demand  for  young  chickens  in  the  dressed  poultry 
market,  with  broilers  selling  1  to  2  cents  higher  than  the  previous  vreek  at 
48  to  50  cents  per  pound,  and  fryers  and  roasters  1  cent  higher  at  47  to  48 
cents  per  pound.     Prices  on  other  classes  \iere  unchanged  from  the  previous 
week. 

*  *  * 
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/^^5a^^  ™'iT'S  miS  IN  THE  Mx'JlIvETS? 

^  (USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  Trcek  ended  Sept,   22,  1950) 

FRiU'-jCISCO,  Sept.   19  —  There  vrcre  no  so-called  Best  Buys  in  fruit  this 

week.     Listed  as  a  Good  Buy  are  Persian  melons ,  and  Ribier  grapes  are  a  fairly 

good  buy.     Listed  as  Fair  Buys  are  Jonathan  apples,  and  Thompson  Seedless  grapes. 

Best  Buys  am.ong  tho  vegetables  are  beans ,  cucumbers,  tomatoes,  and  peppers .  ' 

Listed  as  Good  Buys  are  carrots,  celery,  lettuce,  eggplant,  spinach  and  peas. 

Fair  Buys  arc  corn,  cabbage,  and  soft  squash. 

Heat 


The  visible  supply  has  decreased  in  the  San  Francisco  Trholosalo  meat  market. 
Fresh  cow  beef  carcasses  sold  mostly  |1  to  $2  higher,  and  fresh  lamb  and  mutton 
carcasses  vrcre  up  |2  to  |3  per  hundrodvroight.     Fresh  pork  loins  were  down  mostly 
|2  per  hundredweight,  but  lard  sold  |l  to  Si. 50  higher.     Fresh  steer  beef,  veal, 
and  calf  carcasses  vrore  unchanged  in  price.     Steer  and  heifer  beef  cuts,  and 
cured  pork  cuts  v^ore  unchanged. 

Butter  — 

Demand  for  butter  in  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  market  remained  good  and 
prices  were  unchanged.     Supplies  were  adequate  for  the  demand.     Grades        &  A 
(1st  Quality)  sold  to  retailers  at  68-I/2  to  71  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of 
1/4-lb,  prints,  and  Grade  B  (2nd  Quality)  at  G5  to  66  cents  per  pound  in  cartons 
of  1/4-lb,  prints. 

Eggs  — 

Top  quality  large  and  mediuiu  eggs  Y\rere  in  lighter  supply,  and  mth  a 
continued  good  demand  prices  advanced  3  cents  per  dozen.     Grade  A  Large  eggs  v/ere 
quoted  to  retailers  at  58  to  59  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons,  and  Grade  A  Medium 
eggs  at  51  to  52  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons, 
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Poult r;;-  • — 

Tho  rather  liberal  supplies  of  dressed  poultry  continued  in  good  demand 
r.t  unchanged  prices^  except  for  light-t^/pe  hens  v/hich  sold  1  cent  lower  than 
the  previous  v:eok«,    Young  hen  turkeys  were  in  liberal  supply  as  dressing  plant 
operations  increased. 
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TJHAT»S  NEVJS  IN  THE  J/IARKETS? 

V  USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  Sept,  29,  1950) 

S..N  FR/iNCISCO,  Sept.  26  —  Listed  as  Good  Buys  in  fruit  this  Y/eek  are 
Thompson  Seedless  and  Ribier  grapes.    All  varieties  of  apples  are  listed  as  Fair 
Bi;--s,     The  first  Tilatsonville  Nevrtown  applo  s  -i-vere  received  in  the  market,  and  the 
first  cranberries  and  persiminons  of  the  season  made  their  appearance. 

Best  Buys  from  the  vegetable  bin  arc  lettuce,  soft  squash,  tomatoes,  bell 
poppers  and  cucumbers.     Listed  as  Good  Buys  arc  eggplant,  spinach,  carrots ,  celery, 
and  beans,    i\mong  the  Fair  Buys  are  oo rn  and  swectpotatoes. 

Meat  — 

In  the  San  Francisco  v/holesalc  FiOat  m.arkct  Commercial  and  Utility  grade 
fresh  steer  beef  carcasses,  and  all  grades  of  fresh  co\r  beef  carcasses  sold  $1 
higher  than  the  previous  week.     Steer  r.nd  heifer  beef  cuts  sold  unchanged  in 
price,  except  for  chucks  which  sold  !|^1  to  ^p2  higher  per  hundredv/eight.  Commercial 
and  Utility  grade  fresh  veal  carcasses  sold  up  spl  to  v2  per  hundredweight,  v/hile 
fresh  calf  and  fresh  lamb  and  mutton  carcasses  sold  mostly  unchanged  from  the 
previous  vroek.     Fresh  pork  loins  and  hams  sold  m.ostly  §2  higher  per  hundredweight, 
and  other  fresh  pork  cuts  were  unchanged  in  price.    All  cured  pork  cuts  sold  $2 
lovror  per  hundredweight,  except  for  sliced  layer  bacon  which  v/as  unchanged  in 
price.     Lard  also  v\ras  unchanged  in  price  from  the  previous  week. 

Butter  — 

Top  grades  of  butter  advanced  1-cont  per  pound  in  the  San  Francisco  wholesale 
market  during  the  past  vrcek  as  the  demand  continued  good  and  supplies  were  lighter. 
Grades  IJi  &A  (1st  Quality)  butter  sold  to  retailers  at  69-l/2  to  72  cents  per 
pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb.  prints,  and  Grade  B  (2nd  Quality)  sold  unchanged  at 
65  to  66  cents  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb,  prints, 
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Eggs  — 

Grade  A  Large  :ind  Small  size  eggs  advanced  in  price  as  the  light  supplies 
mot  v.dth  an  improved  demand.     Grade  A  Large  eggs  in  cartons  sold  to  retailors 
1  cent  higher  than  the  previous  week  at  59  to  60  cents  per  dozen,  and  Grade 
A  Small  eggs  sold  2  cents  higher  at  31  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons. 

Poultry'  • — 

There  was  a  good  demand  for  most  classes  of  dressed  poultry,  and  prices 
on  all  classes  ivero  unchanged  from  the  previous  -vTOok,  except  for  the  liberal 
offerings  of  colored  fr^/^ers  vjhich  sold  1  cont  lower    at  46  to  47  cents  per 
pound.     Turkeys  were  in  liberal  supply  vrith  Grade  ii.  young  hens  selling  at  47 
to  49  cents  per  pound  to  retailors',  and  young  toms  at  40  to  41  cents, 

*  *  * 
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